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classes in this special sense. There can be no more
return to capitalism than bourgeois society could
possibly return to a system of medieval handicrafts.
The state, in Marxism, means only such elements in
the regulative machinery of society as serve the
function of protecting the interests of the employing
class, and of creating the Socialised economic basis of
Communism. The disappearance of an employing,
owning class, and the progressive raising of the
standard of living of the entire community, therefore,
must be the basic conditions of the realisation of
Communism: "From each according to his power: to
each according to his need."
Now, is this merely a dream? Actually, we do not
know. It may well be that the realisation of actual,
tangible conditions under which people maj con-
tribute to the needs of society all that is in their power,
and may receive in exchange all that they need to
enable them to make these contributions, is possible.
I believe that it is perfectly possible, for the develop-
ment of man's power over nature, of the funds of real
capital wealth, and of knowledge can move only in the
direction of this Communist basis. So long as there is
no limit to the growing fond of knowledge, so long
must the horizon of true Communism face society.
For tbis reason of logic, Communism is the only